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Abstract

This research aimed to test and analyze the effect of both the auditor’s
sectoral specialization and the characteristics of the audit committee on the
audit report lag by applying it to Egyptian joint stock companies. The
independent variables represented the auditor’s sectoral specialization and
the characteristics of the audit committee. The dependent variable
represented the audit report lag, and the control variables represented the
audit client’s facility achieving a loss and the end of the fiscal year. To test
the research hypotheses, a multiple linear regression model was used, and
the research sample consisted of 119 companies listed on the Egyptian
Stock Exchange in the period from 2015 to 2021, with a total of (833)
observations, which belong to (15) different economic sectors. The results
showed that there is a positive, significant relationship between the
auditor’s sectoral specialization and the audit report lag at a significance
level of 5%. That is, the greater the auditor’s sectoral specialization, the
greater the audit report lag. The results also showed that there is a positive,
significant relationship between the independence of the audit committee
members and the audit report lag at a significance level of 1%, and there is
no relationship between the financial and accounting experience of the
audit committee and the audit report lag, while there is a significant inverse
relationship between the size of the audit committee and the audit report lag
at a significance level of 0.1, and there is also a significant inverse
relationship between the periodicity of audit committee meetings and the
audit report lag at a significance level of 1%.

Key Terms: auditor’s sectoral specialization, Characteristics of the audit
committee, audit report lag, the audit client’s facility achieving a loss, end
of the fiscal year.
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