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Abstract: This study aimed to examine factors that contribute to determining

the demand for distance education in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Data were
collected through a questionnaire of 4820 students, and Likert scale was used
to measure the factors that contribute to the demand for distance education.
Comparative tests of three constructs, namely: the advantages of distance
education, the foundations of its success, and attracting elements to distance
education, in order to see if there is any difference in the views of the sample
under study according to demographic data. In addition, frequencies,
percentages, means, and standard deviations for the participants were
described. The results showed the importance of many factors affecting the

demand for distance education, mainly, focused on the appropriate element of
temporal and spatial, demographic factors, appropriate costs, the quality of
technological infrastructure, and multiple means of communication and its
availability and diversity. It also noted the significant role of the labor market
and media marketing channels to increase the demand for this type of
education. The study's sample is limited to students who study at King
Abdulaziz University (KAU) in the academic year 2013-2014.

The study also found that a good knowledge of the concept of distance
education increases the demand for it, and the students who have a positive
attitude towards distance education, and who are aware of the importance of
time management to have a higher demand for distance education. While, the
study found a little effect of social status on the demand for distance
education, furthermore, no significant effect of the place of residence for the
campus on demand. Finally, the study recommended more research on other
factors that may influence the demand for distance education be conducted. It
also recommended a similar study should include other Saudi universities.

Keywords: distance education, e-learning, the demand for distance education,
influencing factors in distance education, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
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